I found the lotah firmly stuck to the abdomen in the umbilical region. The skin of the abdomen was drawn very tense and puckered up all around the outer rim of the lip of the lotah, and so great was the tension that the patient could not lie on the broad of his back. He lay on his side with his knees drawn up to help relax the tension. His expression was very anxious, his forehead was bathed in perspiration, and the pulse was 132 per minute.
He was laid on the floor on his right side, a block of wood was placed under the lotah, and after the administration of chloroform, the lotah was cut through at its widest circumference with a carpenter's chisel and hammer. [Aug., 1925. slipped through the neck of the lotah and immediately the latter fell oft.
The hernia consisted of the entire thickness of the abdominal wall alone. The measurements of the abdominal wall caught up inside the lotah was five by six and a half inches, while the area affected up to the outer lip of the lotah was seven by eight and a half inches.
As the agency of strangulation was something I have never seen recorded before, I have been prompted to publish these notes.
I must acknowledge that at first I was a bit puzzled about the technique to be adopted in this case.
The patient made an uninterrupted recovery, the wound healed by first intention.
